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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a tall, three story brick commercial building detached on the left side
and is six bays wide and five bays in depth with a full width, two story section of the
same width and depth. There is also a one story frame extension. All brickwork is in
common bond with the front facade in a painted, small pressed brick. There are star
brace terminals on the exposed left wall and the rear end corner is rounded for delivery
vehicle purposes and corbelled out again at the second story level. This building had
been used by "Harris & Filler" for many years as a wholesale merchant. The first floor
front has been altered considerably by large window areas of smaller panes and two en-
trances, all topped by a broad signplate with a cornice. The upper part of the front
facade remains the same in its rich Victorian decor. Vertical brick pilasters adorned
with square bosses in a floral motif and sections of reeding, accent the corners and cen-
ter of the building. In between are sections of three windows, round arched on the
second story and segmental arched on the third story. These have white stone sills and
arches with keystones and joined together at the impost blocks. Below each third story
window is a terra cotta recessed panel in a moulded floral design. Capping the front
roofline is a very ornamental metal cornice topped by twin protruding pediments tipped
by acroteria, ornamented by a row of scallops and with pairs of segmented A
designs in the infills. Below those is a row of closely spaced brackets
with round bosses in a floral pattern in between. The painted frieze is
topped by a band of spheres and ended by a band of brick corbelled dentils. There are
large bracket forms topped by blocks surmounted by spheres on either side and at the
center. All rear and side windows are of 6/6 sash with two row header segmental arches.
On the alley side is an old delivery entrance of double doors with tongue and groove
boards in a diagonal pattern and the doorway enframement is of heavy metal. All roofing
is of metal and slopes to the rear. The building rests on a low foundation of fieldstonme.
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Victorian Gothic

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This tall treasure of the Victorian era is one of several of similar degree of
ornamentation in this block, but the designs are never repeated. This was a "skyscraper"
of the 1890's. It blends well with the downtown architecture.
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by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.
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